
 

December 2019 Newsletter 

 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

Dec.7: Not the Christmas Party! 

Dec. 14: Christmas Party at the  

 Illusion Warehouse, Ft. Worth. 

2020 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Jan. 11: Preparation of junipers for festival sales. 

Feb. 8: Preparation of junipers for festival sales. 

Mar. 14: Repotting workshop. 

Apr. 4: Will Baddeley presentation and workshop. 

TBD: Japanese Garden Spring Festival. 

May 9: TBD 

May 14-17: Lone Star Bonsai Federation 

 Convention. San Antonio. 

May 14-17: FWBS Annual Exhibit in the Rose 

Room. 

June 13: TBD 

July 11: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug. 8: TBD 

Sept. 12: TBD. Nomination Committee appointed. 

Oct. 10: TBD New officer slate presented. 

TBD: Japanese Garden Fall Festival 

Nov. 14: TBD Vote on club officers for 2021-2022 

Dec. 12: Christmas Party. 

 

 

Its membership renewal time 

once again. There’s a form to 

renew your membership at the 

end of the newsletter. Thanks 

for being a member! 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Merry Christmas and Happy Bonsai New 

Year. I hope everyone enjoyed the FWBS meetings 

and events throughout this past year. I would like to 

thank all the board members, volunteers and general 

membership who helped make the FWBS a success. 

It takes everyone pitching in to make the FWBS 

successful and fun. The mission statement from the 

FWBS bylaws “is to promote knowledge and interest 

in bonsai”. Thanks to all the membership we have 

grown our club to just over 50 members many who 

are new to the hobby. So welcome to all the new 

members and thank you to everyone who continue to 

help us grow our club. 

 This year the Japanese Fall Festival was 

much later in the Fall than in years past. Although it 

was not quite as warm as it was last year we did get 

a fairly large turn out from the public. We also had 

several new members join during the Festival. 

Welcome to the new members and thanks for joining. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who showed up to help 

out with our display area and the sale of our small 

Junipers to the public. This is one of the most 

important events for the FWBS as we are able to 

introduce the public to Bonsai and to the FWBS. It is 

also the main event for the FWBS to generate some 

revenue through the sale of our club junipers or club 

donated trees. (special thanks to Mark Bynum who 

donated a large amount of small items we could sell 

to the public) Thanks to everyone who made it to the 

Festival. We will be needing everyone’s help again 

in January to restock our material for next year’s 

Spring and Fall Festivals.  

 Please make sure to make it to our Christmas 

party / Magic show scheduled for Saturday 

December 14th. The meeting will be held off campus 

at the Illusion Warehouse.  

(www.IllusionWarehouse.com) As always we will 

have our pot luck food and festive bonsai tree 

contest. Decorate a tree and bring it to the party. We 

will also have our Chinese Christmas gift exchange. 

http://www.illusionwarehouse.com/


Don’t forget to bring a small Bonsai related item for 

this fun event. $20.00 value or less is suggested. 

 Mark your calendars for the 2020 Bonsai 

Convention. The Vision 2020 LSBF  Bonsai 

Convention will be held in San Antonio May 14th, 

15th, 16th, and 17th. Drury Plaza Hotel San Antonio 

820 North Loop 1604 East San Antonio, TX 78232 

Early registration is currently going on 

at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2020-texas-

bonsai-convention-registration-77963704539 you 

can also reserve a hotel room reservation 

at: https://www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newr

eservation/?groupno=2336927 

 Please continue to visit our 

website.  Everyone is encouraged to add bonsai 

related information. I’m hoping we can get some 

more participation and continue to generate interest 

in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

 One final note with all the talk of 

impeachment it seems some of the board thought that 

2020 was an election year. Unfortunately, or 

fortunately, yours truly was successful in reminding 

everyone that the FWBS board is elected every two 

years for a two year term so I was not impeached.   

 Having said that we had been looking to fill 

two empty seats on the board for quite some time and 

we are happy to announce we have a new Secretary 

Steven Hendricks and also a new member at large 

Scott Dienell. Big thanks to Steven and Scott for 

stepping up to serve the FWBS. 

Happy Styling,  

Dan LeBlanc 

FWBS President 

817-907-1398 

dan@callgenesis.com 

 

December Meeting:  

Christmas Party 
 Our next meeting, December 14th, is our 

annual Christmas Party.  It will be different this year 

as we are holding it at: Illusion Warehouse party 

room and magic shop.  That is located at: 3917 

McCart Avenue in Fort Worth. It will include a pot-

luck breakfast (so bring a dish you would like to 

share with others), a Christmas tree contest and a 

“Chinese Gift” exchange.  Following the general 

meeting and breakfast there will be a Magic Shop.  

This should be enjoyable. Following the magic show 

we will have the tree contest and gift exchange. We 

look forward to seeing all those who sent in their 

RSVP. 

 

November Meeting: 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

Smith Workshop: 
 It is hard to believe it is December already.  

November was a strange month for weather.  

Ranging from freezing temperatures to temperatures 

in the high 80’s.  I hope all your trees are in good 

shape. 

 The November meeting was held in the Rose 

Room due to booking issues at the botanical gardens.  

This still worked out well.  Our special guest was 

Sylvia Smith and she conducted a workshop.  She did 

this under painful circumstances as she as she had a 

sore shoulder and was wearing a sling.  She still did 

a wonderful job, as usual, and I believe that everyone 

learned something especially our newer members.  

Sylvia setup a table up front and members then 

brought their trees up front for Sylvia to work on.  

This worked out great. 
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 The meeting was well attended with a great 

selection of trees for Sylvia to work on.  Again, 

thanks to Sylvia for a great workshop. 

 

.    

 
 

Japanese Garden Fall Fest 
 In addition to our normal meeting in 

November we also had a Bonsai Society display in 

the Botanical Gardens Japanese Garden.  Our 

location was in a different location from last year.  

We had a section of the “Dry Garden” in which to 

display our trees.  We had a good selection of trees 

to display as well as our trees to sell to the public.  

The weather both days was good with a slight chill 

on Saturday and warmer temperatures on Sunday.  

There was a great turnout on both days and we had 

lots of people enjoying our trees and purchasing 

those we had on sale. 

 We also signed up 2 new single memberships 

and one family membership. We passed out over 100 

brochures with several prospects interested in joining 

as well.  Everyone showed great interest and had a 

lot of questions.  That kept us all busy.  In addition 

to the displays we had a couple of trees set up as 

demos.  Mark worked on a donated juniper in a 

nursery pot which he put into a donated bonsai pot 

when he finished.  Dan also worked on one of the 

trees he brought. 

 Our new location worked out as it made it 

very easy to get our items from the car to the display 

area.  I hope they keep this for the Spring Fest. This 

included special parking for those who brought trees. 

                

      
 

            
                   Our new display area 



      
             Demo Juniper before   

 

                                          
              Demo Juniper after 

 

Japanese Garden 

Bonsai Collection 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 
 The JGBC exhibit trees have been removed 

just before the hard freezes in November.  The 

Exhibit will go on a winter hiatus until mid-March or 

April of next year.  However, that does not mean we 

will not be advancing on developing the Collection.  

We have a major step that is in the works that will 

greatly advance the scope of the project.  Keep your 

fingers crossed that we will be able to pull this off! 

                      

DECEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller  

(Due to health reasons John is not going to be able to 

continue writing his bonsai care series. I am reprinting 

his articles from 2016 until the end of this year.) 

 

Instead of thinking of December as the end of 

the year, try to think of it as the beginning of the 

bonsai calendar.  What the trees are doing during 

their dormant season determines what they will do 

when growth starts later on. 

While you are enjoying the beauty of the 

winter silhouettes you have time to enhance their 

appearance by selective pruning and trimming.  Get 

rid of crossing branches and heavy top growth.  Let 

the winter light penetrate to the heart of the tree to 

stimulate new buds which produce the new growth 

and strengthen weak branches in the spring.   

Evergreen types especially and deciduous to 

a lesser extend should not have the root ball 

subjected to alternate freezing and thawing.  That 

process tends to tear and damage the roots.  Placing 

the trees on the ground and using a mulch will 

minimize this problem 

Remove any trash on the surface of pots.  

This harbors insects and fungi spores over winter 

there.  If you have problems with weeds, Kathy 

Shaner suggests to remove the top half-inch of soil, 

which contains the majority of the seeds, and replace 

it with new clean soil.   

Watering is as much a problem in the winter 

as in summer.  Since the temperature and humidity 

very so much you need to watch the soil and water 

on an as needed basis.  Deciduous trees will not need 

as much watering as the evergreens, especially the 

broad-leafed evergreens.  Remember that if the soil 

is frozen the tree cannot take up moisture but the 

winds will still dry out the top both on deciduous and 

evergreens.  Quite a problem, too dry kills by 

desiccation while too wet causes root rot.  A good 

soil mix will minimize the problem. 

It would be advisable to remove any buildup 

of moss from your pots.  Moss can act much as a 

thatch in your lawn to prevent water from penetrating 

evenly and also prevents you from seeing how dry 

the soil really is.  Remove moss that tries to grow on 

the trunk and buttress roots as this will hold moisture 

and cause the bark to decay.  Try spraying the moss 

on the trunk with alcohol. 

Even though you are positively sure that you 

have no bad insects, it is a good idea to use a 

horticultural oil spray.  This kills overwintering 

insects and their eggs as well.  I do not do this unless 

I find scale type insects because I want to keep the 

praying mantis egg cases for next year.  These guys 

and the ladybugs take care of my aphids and mites.  I 

also spray the evergreens with the fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, vinegar and molasses organic spray 

during the winter. 

Fertilization is usually not done in the winter.  

Deciduous trees will be only be doing a little root 



growth at this time and thus will not be utilizing 

fertilizer effectively.  The evergreens could use a low 

nitrogen fertilizer.  Always use one with the trace 

minerals. Most organics have enough trace elements. 

Take care of your tools during this time when 

you don’t use them much.  Clean and sharpen tools 

and apply a good rust inhibiting oil.  Remove the 

buildup of sap and grime.  Also clean all your spare 

pots to be ready for the repotting season ahead. 

Bonsai in greenhouses or indoor bonsai will 

need to be watched for the normal indoor problems. 

Spider mites and scales are the biggest problems here 

but aphids may show up.  Also keep an eagle eye on 

soil moisture.  Trying to keep the humidity up by 

placing you trees on a humidity tray can possibly 

keep it too wet and give you some soil problems, root 

rot or some other fungal disease. 

If you have a greenhouse you can use it to 

work on some of the species that are normally left 

outside.  Elms, Japanese maples, yaupons are some 

of the species that you can use.  Before taking them 

into the greenhouse you should give them some 

preparation.  They should be given some dormancy.  

Withhold fertilizer and keep on the dry side (not bone 

dry) until they start dormancy. Leave them out until 

they have had some frost, two to three weeks for 

Chinese or Catlin elm, four weeks for the Japanese 

maples.  I take some small tridents in later in the 

season (like January).  Yaupons will do nicely 

without much dormancy at all.  When you take them 

in keep in a cooler corner of the greenhouse and give 

them lots of water and fertilizer.  They should 

respond fairly quickly.  Be ready to pinch new 

growth or you will not benefit at all from the longer 

growing season. 

Get out and locate some good material for 

enhancing your collection.  If the club has a dig 

scheduled, be a part of it.  There are many places 

where you can find one or two specimen to dig.  The 

problem is in finding a place with enough material to 

warrant taking the whole club. If you know of a 

possible location tell one of the officers about it.  

This comes under the heading of ‘be an active 

member’.  The rest of the group (especially your 

program chairman) will appreciate it.    

 
 

  

 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Member at Large: Scott Dienell 

 cheddar56789@hotmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net

  

 

mailto:dan@callgenesis.com
mailto:rwspohn@yahoo.com
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com
mailto:cheddar56789@hotmail.com
mailto:mark.bynum12@att.net
mailto:terry@whisperwillow.com


Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

2020 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer  

       2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2020_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 2020 


